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intention had to be kept secret because of certain political
associations which had centred round this image since the
rising of La Vendee* There was besides, under the name
of Diletfe di Gesd, a congregation even now -being founded
in Rome according to Father d-e Tournely's ideas. Should
this congregation develop, then would the little band at
Amiens find in its ranks the life of which they dreamed.
As a matter of fact, the Roman essay proved a failure and
so Madeleine Sophie Barat, and those of her companions
who remained faithful, were in very truth the first members
of the Society of the Sacred Heart.
Not all persevered. One, Octavie Bailly, felt more
drawn to the life of Carmel; another, Mile. Loquet herself,
soon proved to be temperamentally unfitted for a life in
which intense activity is based on deep and constant prayer.
Her inward unrest reacting upon her methods of govern-
ment had given others much to suffer, and she left in Decem-
ber 1802, chiefly preoccupied as to who could possibly
succeed her. The rest of the household, it would seem,
did not share her perplexity, and all unanimously acclaimed
Mother Barat when Father Varin placed her, though only
twenty-three, in the position of Superior.
This same year saw two important innovations. Poor
and overworked as they were, the little company had
opened a free school for the children running wild in the
neighbourhood, a school where with the help of moni-
tresses and by means of mutual teaching, one or two mis-
tresses managed a large number. The boarding school
having also increased, the household was transferred to the
Rue Neuve. By June 1803 there were four new members:
Adele Bardot, from Bourgogne; Mile, de Cassini, the
daughter of the famous astronomer; Mile, du Terrail, a
former pupil of St. Cyr; and Mile. Emilie de Charboanel,